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What is claimed is: 

^\ /i X A method for quantization of a histogram bin value of an image, 
characterizeXthat: the range of the histogram bin value is non-uniformly 
5 quantized accord\to the frequency of occurrence. 

2. The m^od according to claim 1, wherein the range varies 
according to predeterminedfl^sholds of the r histogram bin value. 

3. The method acc^ng to claim 1, wherein the value having a 
histogram bin value of 'O' is mappX^o a single quantum, equivalent to a code 
value. \ 

4. The method according to lim 1. wherein the values having a 
,3 histogram bin value between '0.0' and a very c\se number of '0.0' is mapped into 

a single quantum, equivalent to a code value. \ 

5. The method according to claim 2, wh^in the values having a 
histogram bin value of more than the largest predetermineWshold are mapped 

20 into a single quantum, equivalent to a code value. \ 

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein, when\e range of the 
respective bin value of the histogram is normalized as the range of\alues from 0 
to 1 , the largest predetermined threshold is a value ranging from 0.1 toV 



The method according to claim 1 te=6, wherein the histogram is a 
color histogram. 



i method according to claim 7. wherein the histogram is a color 
strucUire histogram. 

9. The meth\according to claim 2, wherein the range having a bin 
value of greater than '0' and\s than the largest threshold is uniformly quantized 
into a plurality of sections. 

10. The method according t^laim 2, wherein the range having a bin 
value of greater than -O' and less than\e largest threshold is non-uniformly 
quantized. 

11. The method according to claim 10. wfi^n sub-ranges divided by 
the remaining thresholds are uniformly quantized into a pl^Wy of sections. 

12. The method according to claim 10, wherein the\nge having a 
bin value of greater than 'O' and less than the largest threshold isX^om 0.0001 
to 0.0999. 
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